AppUcation No. 10/679,267 Docket N °- : R2184.0264/P264 

Amendment dated December 11, 2006 

Amendment Accompanying Request for Continued Examination 

REMARKS 

By this amendment, claims 1-22 have been canceled. New claims 23-41 have 
been added and are pending in the application. Applicant reserves the right to pursue 
die original claims and other claims in this and other applications. 

Claims 1-4, 8-9, and 15-22 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Ijtsma et al. (US 2002/0009028). Claims 1-22 have been canceled, 
therefore, the rejection is moot. It is respectfully submitted that Ijtsma et al. does not 
disclose, teach, or suggest the limitations of new claims 23-41. 

Claims 5-6 and 13-14 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ijtsma et al. in view of Wu (US 2003/0237020). Claims 1-22 have been 
canceled, therefore, the rejection is moot. It is respectfully submitted that Ijtsma et al. 
and Wu do not disclose, teach, or suggest the limitations of new claims 23-41. 

Furthermore, the filing date of Wu is December 25, 2002. The priority date of 
this application is at least October 23, 2002, based on the second of the claimed priority 
documents, Japanese Patent Application No. 2002-308308. An English translation of 
Japanese Patent Application No. 2002-308308 was enclosed with the Amendment filed 
November 8, 2006. Therefore, Applicant respectfully submits that Wu is not prior art to 
this application. 

Claim 7 stands rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ijtsma et al. in view of Mahajan (US 5,437,012). Claims 1-22 have been canceled, 
therefore, the rejection is moot. It is respectfully submitted that Ijtsma et al. and 
Mahajan do not disclose, teach, or suggest the limitations of new claims 23-41. 
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Application No. 10/679,267 Docket No.: R2184.0264/P264 

Amendment dated December 11, 2006 

Amendment Accompanying Request for Continued Examination 

Claims 10-12 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Ijtsma et al. Claims 1-22 have been canceled, therefore, the rejection is moot. It is 

respectfully submitted that Ijtsma et al. does not disclose, teach, or suggest the 

limitations of new claims 23-41. 

In view of the above amendment, Applicant believes the pending application is 
in condition for allowance. 



Dated: December 11, 2006 



Respectfully submitted, 




Bv 

J. Thronson 

Registration No.: 33,082 
Rachael Lea Leventhal 

Registration No.: 54,266 
DICKSTEIN SHAPIRO LLP 
1825 Eye Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20006-5403 
(202) 420-2200 
Attorneys for Applicant 
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